
 	

Acronym and Key Term Glossary for Secondary Teachers 
	
	

• ACT: The ACT was designed to measure academic skills required for success in college and university settings. College and 
universities commonly use results to help determine which students to admit. There are four college readiness benchmark areas: 1) 
English, 2) Mathematics, 3) Reading, and 4) Science. Student’s reaching ACT benchmarks have a 75% or better chance of getting a 
“C” or higher and a 50% chance or better of getting a “B” or higher in a college course in that subject. The ACT is administered to 
all 11th graders within the Canyons School District in the spring. 

	
	

	

• BLT: Building leadership teams are comprised of key members of the school staff and an external coach. Each school’s BLT is 
charged with the following tasks: 

• To identify, plan, and develop the instruction, intervention, and supports for all students to be successful 
• To sustain improvement over time 
• To develop collective capacity for quality instruction (e.g. support all teachers in professional learning and 

growth) 
	

• Canvas: Canvas is a LMS, Learning Management System, (i.e. a software application for the administration, documentation, 
tracking, reporting and delivery of online learning). Canvas was selected as the LMS for Canyons schools because of its extensive 
use in Utah institutes of higher learning, along with its ability to increase collaboration among students, teachers, and parents. 

	
• CBM: Curriculum-Based Measurement – a brief standardized measurement procedure designed to ascertain a student’s overall 

academic performance in a basic subject area: e.g. reading, spelling, or writing. CBMs were designed to help teachers monitor 
academic growth over time, so that instruction could be modified and learning rates accelerated. 

 

• CFA: Common Formative Assessment – An assessment typically created collaboratively by a team of teachers responsible for the 
same grade level or course, in order to improve instruction with a current group of students. Common formative assessments are 
frequently administered throughout the year to identify: 

• Individual students who need additional time and support for learning 
• The teaching strategies most effective in helping students acquire the intended knowledge and skills 
• Program concerns – areas in which students generally are having difficulty achieving the intended standard, 

and 
• Improvement goals for individual teachers and the team 
• *Dufour (2004). Learning by Doing, p. 214 



	

	
• CSA: Common Summative Assessment – An assessment typically created collaboratively by a team of teachers responsible for the 

same grade level or course in order to evaluate whether or not students reached common standards at the completion of an 
instruction cycle. 
 

• CTESS:   Canyons Teacher Effectiveness Support System- In compliance with Senate Bill 64, this is Canyons School District teacher 
evaluation system that includes documentation of student growth, evidence of instructional quality, and response to stakeholder input.   

  
• District-Wide Standards-Based Assessment: These assessments are given in all content areas at key times during the 

school year.  Data from these benchmarks will be used for student growth in compliance with House Bill 201. 
 

• DLT: The District Leadership Team supports implementation of the CSD Academic Framework and is comprised of 
representatives from school and district administration.  The DLT is charged with the following: 

• Develop tools necessary for successful scaling-up of CSD Framework (i.e. evidence-based practices) 
• Provide a consistent feedback loop between school leaders and district leaders 
• Provide cascading levels of support to building leaders 
• Implement the district academic plan 

 
• HMH Math Inventory: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt math inventory is a research-based, adaptive assessment that measures 

math abilities and longitudinal progress from Kindergarten through Algebra II 
 

• IPLC: Instructional Professional Learning Communities meet regularly to focus on data and instruction to improve student 
achievement. 

 
 

• IPOP: Instructional Priorities Observation Protocol – The classroom observation tool used for evidence of instructional quality. 
 

• ISD: The Instructional Supports Department (commonly known as the curriculum department).  This is where you will find the 
content leads and support for the curriculum. 

	

	

• LMS: Learning Management System - A software application for the administration, documentation, tracking, reporting and 
delivery of online learning. Canvas was selected as the LMS for Canyons schools because of its extensive use in Utah institutes of 
higher learning, along with its ability to increase collaboration among students, teachers, and parents. 

	



	

• MTSS: Multi-tiered Systems of Support (see RtI) is practice of providing high quality instruction, using data to make decisions 
about instruction and intervention for students that is based upon the students’ performance, and providing multiple levels of 
support for both academic and behavioral standards. 
 

• PBIS: Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports is an evidence-based system that helps define the key components of a well-
managed classroom.  

	
• Progress Monitoring: A procedure that involves frequent measurement of student performance for the purpose of evaluating 

a student’s growth toward a targeted objective. For example, the trajectory of reading growth can be measured with weekly 
administration of R-CBM. 

	

	

• Lexile Scores: Lexiles can be a measure of text difficulty or of reading proficiency. They range from 0 to 1700. Below is a list of 
descriptors of Lexile scores by grade level. Students reading in the Proficient and Advanced levels are on track to graduate college 
and career ready. 

	

	

• SEM:  Standard error of measurement is one standard deviation of error around a student’s true score. 

 
• SRI: Scholastic Reading Inventory is a computer administered reading test that measures inferential and literal reading 

comprehension skills. Scores are reported in a numeric Lexile scores. Percentile ranks are also available. SRI was designed primarily 
to match students with books of an appropriate level of difficulty. It measures both literal and inferential comprehension. It is a 
particularly good assessment for identifying advanced readers. It has a disadvantage of not being as sensitive to growth as are CBM 
measures, of being subject to student sloughing, and having limited reliability if administered a few number of times. 
 

• R-CBM: Reading Curriculum-Based Measurement (R-CBM) also known as Oral Reading Fluency (ORF) and CBM-Read Aloud, 
this is a one-minute measure which results in two primary numerical scores: number of words read correctly per minute (or correct 
words per minute, CWPM), and percentage of correctly read words (accuracy rate). This measure is highly correlated with reading 
comprehension in elementary school but outlives its usefulness once students read at the same rate at which they speak. Maze has 
been identified as a more appropriate CBM once students are reading grade-level texts at rates above 130 words read correctly per 
minute, with greater than 97% accuracy. 
 
 



	

	
• Reliability: The degree to which a measure is free of error. All tests contain error and it results from characteristics of the test 

(such as poorly designed questions), characteristics of the test taker (bad day, lack of sleep, misreading questions, anxiety, and lack 
of effort), and characteristics of the environment (distracting noises, room temperature, and distracting odors). 

	

	

• RtI: “Response to Intervention” (see MTSS) is the practice of (1) providing high-quality instruction/intervention matched to student 
needs and (2) using learning rate over time and level of performance to (3) make important educational decisions”. (Batsche et al, 
2007). 

	

• Turnitin Revision Assistant: A core-aligned formative writing tool that gives students immediate feedback on their writing. 
	

• Universal Screening: A procedure in which all students are evaluated for the purpose of identifying those students who need 
more intensive interventions. For example, reading is a critical and foundational academic skill, for which CSD screens in middle 
school with the SRI.  

	

• Utah Core Standards: The standards for teaching and learning adopted by the Utah State Board of Education and implemented 
by local school districts and charter schools with guidance and support from the Utah State Office of Education. 

	

	

• Validity: The degree to which a test measures what it is intended to measure. Establishing the validity of a measurement 
procedure involves empirical study of item content, accurate prediction, and alignment with theories about what is being measured.



	

	


