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Webb's Depth of Knowledge (DOK) provides a vocabulary and a frame of reference that connects the 
type of thinking with the complexity of the task.  Using DOK levels offers a common language to 
understand "rigor," or cognitive demand, in assessments, as well as curricular units, lessons, and 
tasks.  Consequently, teachers need to develop the ability to design questions, tasks and classroom 
assessments for a greater range of cognitive demand. Most often a scaffolded support is needed to 
help students organize or break down information. All learners K-12 should experience a variety of 
DOK levels. 	  

Depth of Knowledge Generalizations:���
If there is one correct answer, it is most likely a DOK 1 or DOK 2. 

• DOK 1: Either you know it or you don’t
• DOK 2: Make connections with known information

If there is more than one answer, requiring supporting evidence, it is a DOK 3 or DOK 4. 
• DOK 3: Interpret implied information, provide supporting evidence and reasoning.  Explain

not just HOW but WHY for each step and decision made
• DOK 4: Includes all of DOK 3 and the use of multiple sources/data/ texts

DOK Level 1:  Recall & Reproduction 
Students are to recall or reproduce knowledge and /or skills.  Content involves working with facts, 
terms, details and calculations.  Level 1 items have a correct answer with nothing to reason or figure 
out.   
Teacher Role Student Role 
Questions to direct or focus attention, shows, 
tells, demonstrates, provides examples, examines, 
leads, breaks down, defines 

Recognizes, responds, remembers, memorizes, 
restates, absorbs, describes, demonstrates, follows 
directions, applies routine processes, definitions, 
and procedures 

Possible Task and Products 
• Fill in the blank
• Quiz
• Calculate, compute
• Oral reading fluency
• Decoding words
• Write complete sentences
• Document with highlighting/ citing/ annotating

sources
• Locate and recall quotes
• Recite math facts, poems etc.

• Write a list of key words about . . .
• Memorize lines
• Complete basic calculation tasks (e.g., add,

subtract, divide, multiply)
• Complete measurement tasks using rulers or

thermometers
• Read for fact/details or plot
• Locate or retrieve information in verbatim form

to answer a question

Potential Questions 
Can you recall ________? 
When did ________ happen? 
Who was_____? 
How can you recognize______? 
What is ___? 
How can you find the meaning of ______? 

Can you select______? 
How would you write ______? 
What might you include on a list about _____? 
Who discovered ____? 
What is the formula for ____?  
Can you identify ____? 
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DOK Level 2:   Skill/Concept 
Includes the engagement of mental processing beyond recalling, reproducing or locating an answer.  
This level generally requires students to compare and contrast, cause and effect, classify, or sort items 
into meaningful categories, describe or explain relationships, provide examples and non-examples.   
Teacher Role Student Role 
Provides questions to differentiate, infer, or check 
conceptual understanding, models, 
organizes,/reorganizes, explores, possible options 
or connections, provides, examples and non-
examples 

Solves routine problems/tasks involving multiple 
decisions points and concepts, constructs models 
to show relationships, demonstrates use of 
conceptual knowledge, compiles and organizes, 
illustrates with examples or models and examines.  

Possible Tasks and Products 
• Timeline
• Number line
• Graphic organizer
• Science logs
• Concept Maps
• Captioned Story Board

• Write a summary
• Explain a series of steps used to find a solution
• Sequence of events using a graphic organizer
• Explain the meaning of a concept using words,

objects and/or visuals
• Complex calculations involving decision points
• Conduct, collect, and organize data

Potential Questions: 
What other way could you solve/find out___? 
What is your prediction and why? 
How would you organize ___ to show _____? 
Can you explain how ___ affected ____? 
How would you apply what you learned to 
develop ___? 
How would you compare ___ and contrast ___? 
How would you classify? 

What facts are relevant to show_______? 
How or why would we use_____?  
What examples or non-examples can we find? 
What is the relationship between ___ and ___? 
How would you summarize? 
How are __ alike and different? 
What do you notice about ___? 
How would you estimate______? 
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DOK Level 3:  Strategic Thinking and Reasoning 
Stating reasons and providing relevant supporting evidence are key markers of DOK 3 tasks.  The expectation established 
for tasks at his level require an in-depth integration of conceptual knowledge and multiple skills to reach a solution or 
produce a final product.  DOK 3 tasks focus on in-depth understanding of one text, one data set, one investigation, or one 
key source.   

Teacher Roles Student Role 
Questions to probe reasoning and underlying thinking, asks 
open-ended questions, acts as a resource and coach, 
provides criteria and examples for making judgments and 
supporting claims.  Encourages multiple approaches and 
solutions and determines when in depth exploration is 
appropriate.   

Uncovers and selects relevant and credible supporting 
evidence for analyses, critiques, debates, claims and 
judgments, plans, initiates questions, disputes, argues, tests 
ideas/solutions, sustains inquiry into topics or deeper 
problems, applies to the real world.  

Possible Tasks and Products: 
•Complex graph

•Analyze survey results

•Multiple paragraph essay or short story

• Fact-based argument
• Chart and draw conclusions about data sets

• Investigation

•Drawing conclusions from text or data sets

•Generalize from a set of evidence or data

• Justification of the solution to a problem

•Debate from a given perspective

• Use a Venn Diagram that shows how two topics from the
same source are the same and different

• Design a questionnaire to gather information
• Survey classmates/industry members to find out what they

think about a particular topics
• Make a flow chart to show the critical stages.
• Participate in a discussion that represents different

viewpoints
• Write a opinion essay
• Convince others with evidence
• Solve non-routine problems
• Interpret information from a complex graph

Potential Questions 
How is ___ related to _____? 
What are the possible flaws in ____ ? 
What is the theme/lesson-learned ____? 
How would the moral change if ____? 
What underlying bias is there ____? 
What inferences will these facts support____? 
How does the author create tension/suspense____? 
What is the author’s reasoning for____? 

How can you prove that your solution is reasonable? 
What evidence can you find to support_____ ? 
What ideas justify ______? 
What conclusions can you draw?  
What information can you draw on to support your reason 
for ______? 
How would you  ____ to create a different _____? 
What is the best answer and why? 
Can you elaborate on your reason and give examples? 
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DOK Level 4:  Extended Thinking 
Stating reasons and providing relevant supporting evidence are key markers of DOK 4 tasks.  The expectation established 
for tasks at his level require an in-depth integration of conceptual knowledge and multiple skills to reach a solution or 
produce a final product.  DOK 4 tasks focus on in-depth understanding of multiple texts, multiple data sets, multiple 
investigations, or multiple key sources.   

Teacher Roles Student Role 
Questions extend thinking and broaden perspectives; 
facilitates teaming, collaboration and self-evaluation of 
students.  

Designs, takes risks, researches synthesizing multiple 
sources, collaborates, plans, organizes, modifies, creates 
concrete tangible products.    

Possible Tasks and Products: 
• Presentation—using diverse media formats

•Research report synthesizing multiple sources

• Essay (informational, narrative or opinion) using multiple
sources

• Multiple data sources synthesized to develop original
graphs

•Assessment based on application of the content
knowledge

• Applying information from more than one discipline to
solve non-routine problems in novel or real-world
situations.

• Tasks that require making multiple strategic and procedural
decisions as new information is processed

• Tasks that require multiple roles and collaboration with others.
(peer revision, editing of a script)

• Tasks that draw evidence from multiple sources to support
solutions/conclusions

Potential Questions—all require multiple sources for evidence 
What evidence would you cite to defend the actions 
of____? 
How would you evaluate this author over time? 
Can you predict the potential benefits and drawbacks of 
this given situation? 
What information would you use to support a differing 
perspective?  

What changes would you make to solve or address this 
major issue/problem ________? 
Can you propose an alternate solution? 
Do you agree with the actions, outcomes, or decisions? 
How would you prove or disprove?  
Can you assess the value or importance of?  

leslie.allen
Cross-Out




